[Historical retrospect on women's health in our century].
At this turn of the century, we may look back on a hundred years of major social changes with a huge impact on women's health, many of them related to women's role in reproduction. Effective contraception has become available to all women, and access to safe abortion has been secured through legislation. The majority of women are now in paid employment and women's position in society is dramatically improved. The decrease in mortality has affected women and men differently. Women live longer than men, but they tend to be afflicted by chronic non-lethal diseases. Issues which earlier were kept out of the public debate on women's health are now part of that debate. The improvements in women's health are not only a consequence of changing living conditions and better health services; they are also linked to changing attitudes to sexuality, love and marriage.